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From COVID-19 to climate change to recollections of love and loss, we encounter 

conversational and intricate narratives that take a swipe at the status quo while retaining 

feeling. The concerns are serious and tinged with wry humour and irony. The poems traverse 

intergenerational, cross-cultural understanding, recapitulations of class struggle and fading 

legacies of the old left (‘Merthur’, ‘Tydfil’, ‘China’). We are also given an insightful poetic 

record of migrant life. 

 

Williamson’s observations are sharp, philosophical and emotionally present. We are invited 

into a sensory world, weaving through personal history with the nostalgic power of olfactory 

memory (‘Vent Vert’). We encounter images of youth and early adulthood – ‘still bright after 

the busy decades of forgetting’ and penetrating elegies – ‘The dead stay dead, though I would 

have welcomed your hauntings’. 

 

While this collection makes a statement about a poetics of commitment, it eschews any neat 

ideological fixes. A stylistically unique collection on time and retrospection, exploring and 

questioning the systems we live and operate in. 
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